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to members at cost; within a few months, it had 26 million dollars worth in force. The commercial insurance companies did not like this development, but they could not easily attack it without seeming to make all insurance vulnerable. The Farm Bureau co-operatives have a very substantial business in Iowa. One handles gasoline as in North Dakota ; another has an elevator in Des Moines roughly like that in Minneapolis though not so big; another distributes veterinary serum and biologicals.
Some businessmen resent hotly the entrance of the Farm Bureau into business. Its answer is that anything that increases the wealth and earning power of the farmer will increase the wealth and earning power of the merchant too. The small businessman (who is jealous of the farmer anyway, in that his taxes help pay the farmer's subsidies, and of the Farm Bureau anyway, in that this is supported in part by public funds) replies in turn that he is being progressively squeezed out by the big chain stores on one hand, and the co-ops on the other. Also it wounds him grievously that the co-ops are exempt from most taxation.
Another strong Iowa force is journalism. John M. Henry of the Des Moines Register and Tribune did me a useful service, when he let rne sit in, during most of a day and then at dinner, with a group of country editors from all over the state. In Chapter 17, I mentioned the Capper press in Kansas; there is no concentration of power quite like this in Iowa, but several publications, like the Meredith family's Successful Farming and Wallace's Farmer, which is the Henry Wallace paper, have great influence; the latter has a circulation coverage of not less than 93 per cent in Iowa, and almost as much in adjacent states.7
As to the Des Moines Register and Tribune, owned by the Cowles brothers who also own Look and all the dailies in Minneapolis, they comprise one of the most celebrated newspaper properties in the United States. John Cowles takes care of the Minneapolis end, and Gardner Cowles ("Mike") runs the Register and Tribune, The Cowles duumvirate is the fountainhead of liberal Republicanism in Iowa; the Des Moines papers, together with their radio stations KRNT and WNAX, have a strong enlivening influence on almost everything in the state. When the Cowles paper and the rural press agree on an issue, they are virtually unbeatable. As far as journalism itself is concerned, the Des Moines papers have established an imposing variety of records. Taken
7 Then too I discovered some remarkable oddities. Several times, for instance^ in Cheyenne, we have come across men who own "competing" papers in the same city. In Indianola, Iowa, this development reaches a unique peak. On Wednesdays and Fridays, from the same publishing house under the identical ownership, appear the Record Herald and the Indianola Tribune. On Fridays, the name Record Herald is printed in 72-point type, and the name Indianola Tribwie in 10-point; on the Wednesdays, the order of type is reversed^ It is the same paper, but since the name in the smaller type is all but invisible, it appears to carry a different identity in alternating issues. Moreover the two editions oppose one another editorially; one is as Democratic as the other is Republican.